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Hello Citizen,

Sincerely,

Becky Cawley
OTC

Thank you for your interest in our 
  On the pages that follow please find your itinerary, our terms and conditions, 

and your reservation form.  To guarantee your space, please return your reservation form to us with 
your deposit.  Once your reservation has been received in our office, we will send you your invoice, 
and your Welcome Aboard Letter with more information to help you prepare for your retreat/tour.

Come join the fun this year as we celebrate our 18th season of touring America and the humanities 
with scholar Clay  Jenkinson   Our goal is to exceed your expectations with your incredible journey.  
Join us this Spring while we take you into the mind, novels, and landscapes of America’s amazing
Nobel Prize winning author  John Steinbeck.  Please see the pages that follow.  We hope you can join us! 
  

“John Steinbeck in California”, 2017 Spring Book Retreat/ Tour 
with Clay  Jenkinson.

Clay S. Jenkinson, one of the nation’s leading humanities scholars, will be joining you as your host 
throughout your book retreat/tour.  You will be visiting several key places specific to “the people’s bard”,
John Steinbeck and the characters from his novels.  As well, you will enjoy several literary sessions, 
local speakers, and several optional outdoor activities while you travel through John Steinbeck’s California.
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World War II and the end of the sardine canning boom would forever alter this place.  In Steinbeck’s novel 
Cannery Row, Doc recites “Black Marigold”, a love poem written in the 11th Century.  Perhaps Steinbeck 
wanted to leave the reader with a wistful sense that colorful Cannery Row would not last forever. 
Your day begins with retreat discussions about “colorful Cannery Row”, before venturing down to “the 
Row” for a tour lead by Clay Jenkinson and Russ Eagle.  Stroll past Steinbeck’s 11th St. House; venture 
inside Lee Chongs Market, (now a patisserie); walk in the footsteps of “the palace”; and enjoy a visit 
inside Ed Rickett’s Lab (Doc’s Lab).  Enjoy a delicious evening meal tonight at a local brewery ~  just like 
Mac and the Boys would enjoy!                 LODGING:  Lighthouse Cottages                            Meals:  BLD   
                                                         

DAY 2 SUNDAY                                   March 05

DAY 1 SATURDAY                              March 04

Welcome to Steinbeck Country!   Gather this evening at the Lighthouse Cottages in Pacific Grove 
California for your welcome reception offered by your tour host and scholar, Clay S. Jenkinson.  After a 
quick orientation meeting take an evening stroll down to the edge of the Pacific Ocean surf, to take in the 
ocean mists and salty air, or stay back to converse with your new tour mates around the Cottage outdoor 
fireplace circle.                                                             LODGING: Lighthouse Cottages              

Matching History with the landscapes in which it was born

Your retreat/tour begins in Pacific Grove, California and ends in San Jose, California. Your tour package includes 
ground transportation from San Jose, California International Airport to your cottage in Pacific Grove, California .
Your retreat/tour also includes: a professional tour director; humanities interpretation by nationally acclaimed 
humanities scholar Clay S. Jenkinson; all activities; speakers; lodging; meals- except lunch on day 3; transportation 
during your tour; museum, state and national park fees; journals; gifts; hotel baggage handling; state and local 
taxes; hotel and restaurant gratuities.  Airfare is not included.  A $400 non-refundable deposit will secure your 

reservation.  Please read our Terms and Conditions enclosed.  Price is per person based on double occupancy.  
Traveling  SINGLE?  No problem.  We can easily match you with a roommate.  Please inquire about our single 
supplemental fee if you would prefer a room of your own. 

Tour Price & Information: March 04-10, 2017 All inclusive tour $23956 nts

A few quotes from John Steinbeck:  
“I hate cameras.  They are so much more sure than I am about everything.”
"...  perhaps that might be the best way to write this book - to open the page and let the stories crawl in by themselves.”
Please join us as we take you back to the landscapes and community spirit which effected John Steinbeck and his novel 
characters to channel an appeal for the misfit and the common man, across the world.  We will take you into the key 
locations of this Nobel Prize wining author, and the characters of his novels. You’ll enjoy: book retreat discussions 
lead by scholar Clay Jenkinson; local activities; local speakers; and several beautiful hikes.  Included is an optional 
whale watching excursion and tickets to the Monterey Bay Aquarium.         This Spring:  Come join our FUN  ~

Telephone: 208-791-8721 bek@odytours.netwww.odytours.net ~~

John Steinbeck’s California
    Spring Book Retreat/Tour 2017 

March 04-10

Matching History with the landscapes in which it was born
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Due to our high guide to guest ratio, small group size, with historical interpretation and entertainment by award 
winning scholar and Chautauqua performer Clay S. Jenkinson, our tours tend to fill quickly. If it becomes necessary 
wait listing is available upon request. We highly recommend you purchase Travel Insurance for your protection in 
the unexpected event you may need to cancel. Travel Insurance can be provided by your local travel agency or 
through our office.     Thank you for you interest in Odyssey Tours.   We hope you can  join us! 

“This is a simple thing to say, but the profound feeling of it made a Jesus, a St. Augustine, a St. Francis, a 
Roger Bacon, a Charles Darwin, and an Einstein.   Each of them in his own tempo and with his own voice 
discovered and reaffirmed with astonishment the knowledge that all things are one thing and that one thing is 
all things—plankton, a shimmering phosphorescence on the sea and the spinning planets and an expanding 
universe, all bound together by the elastic string of time. It is advisable to look from the tide pool to the stars 
and then back to the tide pool again.”  The Log from the Sea of Cortez.
 A wonderful day for some Sea adventure.  You morning begins with another hot breakfast prepared by your 
onsite, local chef.  Then off to either hike along the ocean shore trails, and enjoy some tide pools yourself, at 
Pt. Lobos State Park, or enjoy taking a whale watching excursion; your choice!  Early afternoon offers you 
time to explore on your own: the Monterey Bay Aquarium, (tickets are included); a favorite lunch spot; and the 
local shops.  Late afternoon reunite again with tour mates at the Cottages to converse regarding Steinbeck and 
Rickett’s passions for marine life and their adventures to the Sea of Cortez.                                                   
                                                                     LODGING:   Lighthouse Cottages                                   Meals:  BD

MONDAY                           March 06DAY 3

Telephone: 208-791-8721 bek@odytours.netwww.odytours.net ~~

continued

Steinbeck on writing The Grapes of Wrath, “Throughout I’ve tried to make the reader participate in the 
actuality, what he takes from it will be scaled entirely on his own depth or hollowness. There are 5 layers in 
this book; a reader will find as many as he can and he won’t find more than he has in himself.”  Steinbeck 
took it seriously the experiences of the agricultural workers in the US.  Today you are bound for Earthbound 
Farms.  You can find their organic products in your local grocery store.  Learn about today’s modern 
challenges for the organic farmer and workers and experience the rewards of eating great nutritious produce 
straight from this farm during your lunch stop here.  Off to hike the fabulous trails at Pinnacles National Park.  
Perhaps you’ll see the huge California condors flying the mountain peaks as we did on our last tour.  Dinner at 
famous Tarpy’s, then back to your Cottage fireplace circle to end your night under the stars talking about 
Steinbeck’s famous Pulitzer Prize winning novel. 
                                                                     LODGING:  Lighthouse Cottages                                  Meals: BLD

TUESDAY                      March 07DAY 4
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Itinerary
John Steinbeck’s California, Book Retreat/Tour Spring  2017

California Condors spotted 
on Pinnacles Hike; Day 5

Tour inside Ed Rickett’s Lab; Day 2
(Doc’s Lab in Cannery Row)

Pacific Ocean, near your
accommodations

OG  OMT E L RH  F
E S A C ZH  F TT E  O OR E

SGRAPE  
TF RAO  HW



Thank you for joining us for another great adventure!

Telephone: 208-791-8721 bek@odytours.netwww.odytours.net ~~

John Steinbeck’s California, Book Retreat/Tour Spring  2017

continued

Steinbeck in East of Eden,“I remember that the Gabilan Mountains to the east of the valley were light gay 
mountains full of sun and loveliness, and a kind of invitation, so that you wanted to climb into their warm 
foothills almost as you want to climb into the lap of a beloved mother. They were beckoning mountains with a 
brown grass love. The Santa Lucias stood up against the sky to the west and kept the valley from the open 
sea, and they were dark and brooding-unfriendly and dangerous. I always found in myself a dread of the west 
and love of the east. Enjoy your last chance to enjoy retreat discussions at the Cottages before climbing into 
the warm foothills of Steinbeck’s “gay mountains”.  You will arrive Freemont Peak - the highest point of the 
Gabilan Mountains at  3455’ by van, in time to enjoy a short hike, picnic lunch, fabulous views, and readings 
from Travels with Charley.  Your evening ends with a fabulous dinner at Fandangos.                                                                                                               
                                                                LODGING:  Lighthouse Cottages                                   Meals: BLD

WEDNESDAY               March 08 DAY 5

Odyssey ToursOdyssey Tours
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Steinbeck about Salinas, “Strange how I keep the tone of Salinas in my head like a remembered symphony.” 
What better tribute to John Steinbeck than to visit the Steinbeck Center and the Steinbeck House in Salinas, 
CA on a  Sweet Thursday.  Steinbeck writes, “Sweet Thursday is what they call the day after Lousy 
Wednesday - one of those days that's just bad from the start.”  Susan Shillinglaw, author of several books 
on John Steinbeck, will join us for lunch and speak to us at the Center.  Highlights at the Center to include: 
Rocinante from Travels with Charley; and specialties brought out from the archives: some original 
manuscripts; handwritten love poems; and Steinbeck’s first published article in his 1919 High School 
Yearbook. Then on to San Jose, CA for your farewell dinner party and saying goodbye to new friends.                     
                                                                LODGING:   San Jose                                                      Meals: BLD

THURSDAY                   March 09DAY 6

SWE TE  
U S ATH R D YS

FRIDAY                          March 10DAY 7

Travel day!  Please check in with the hotel desk  to schedule their complimentary shuttle service to the San 
Jose International Airport for your flight home or to pick up a rental car.  Enjoy a safe journey home, or 
wherever your journey continues to take you!  

TRAV L DAYE  



               
Deposits and Payments
A deposit of $400 per person will reserve the tour of your choice. Full payment is due in our office at least 
120 days prior to departure. Your $400 deposit is refundable until January 01 the year of your tour departure.

Refunds and Cancellation Policy 
We highly recommend you purchase Travel Insurance to take care of unforeseen circumstances for cancel-
lation. You will receive your full refund less your deposit 120 days prior to the tour departure, 50% refund 
when less than 120 days prior to departure plus any additional hotel or supplier expenses, which cannot be 
recovered. Refund to days will be prorated after 120 days. There will be no refund after 30 days prior to tour 
departure. Full refund is always available when you find a replacement traveler. 

Travel Insurance
Highly Recommended. If you are interested in purchasing this coverage, please notify the travel insurance 
company at the time of your initial payment. Insurance purchased at a later date excludes pre-existing conditions. 
Travel Insurance information can be obtained from your local travel agency or by contacting our office.

Tour Cancellation
ODYSSEY Tours, a division of Bek, Inc. does not like to cancel tours. In the event a tour must be canceled due 
to insufficient participation, or other circumstances, our total obligation will be to refund all monies paid to us.

Participation Courtesy 
We ask there be no audio or video taping presentations without the prior consent of the individual performers. 
Participants are kindly requested to refrain from smoking inside all modes of transportation, during group 
meals, and lectures or events.

Itinerary or Program Modifications 
The itinerary, as contained in this packet of information, is subject to modifications and change by ODYSSEY 
Tours, a division of Bek, Inc. Every effort will be made to carry out the program as planned, but alterations 
may still occur after the final itinerary is sent. 

Responsibility
ODYSSEY Tours, a division of Bek, Inc. acts only as agents in making arrangements for the owner or operators
of such transportation, accommodations, services or facilities, found in our tours. Its responsibility is limited to 
that of an agent. We accept no responsibility for accidents, injuries, property damage or personal loss to you or
to those traveling with you in connection with any accommodations, transportation or other travel or outfitter 
and guide services or resulting directly or indirectly from any occurrences or conditions beyond our control, 
including but not limited to acts of terrorism, defects in vehicles, breakdown in equipment, strikes or theft. 
We reserve the right to make changes in the tour where deemed advisable and for the comfort and well being 
of the participants. We reserve the right to withdraw your participation at any time if your actions impose upon 
or disturb the other members of the program

2017 Terms and Conditions
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with Clay Jenkinson



Odyssey ToursOdyssey ToursOdyssey ToursOdyssey Tours with humanities scholar Clay S. Jenkinson

Reservation FormReservation Form

Please mail or fax to us the following information:

www.odytours.net

bek@odytours.net

     Traveling Single?  We can match you with a roommate or ask us about our single room supplemental fee.

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

SPECIAL NEEDS

Please make your check payable to :   Odyssey Tours  a div of Bek, Inc.

______________________

______________________

____________________________________________

NAME EMAIL______________ ______________________

ADDRESS ______________________
NAME ______________ EMAIL ______________________

Needs or requests (dietary or other)

     Please read our Terms and Conditions enclosed.   We highly recommend you purchase Travel Insurance for your protection in the 
     unexpected event you may need to cancel. Travel Insurance can be provided by your local travel agent or by contacting our office.
    

a div of Bek, Inc.

Fax: 208-746-0625PO Box 1573 Lewiston Idaho 83501 Tele: 208-791-8721

(  ) Lewis & Clark, Prince Maximilian Tour 2017  Hands down everyone’s favorite! You will canoe 

among the steep White Cliffs of the Missouri.  Lewis wrote “it seemed as if those seens of visionary 

inchantment would never end.”  Then off to the infamous Bitterroot Mountain where you will camp and 
walk  among the footsteps of the intrepid explorers, Lewis & Clark.  Journey into the past with the safety 
and comforts of the twenty-first century.  All-inclusive, recreational equipment included.               

Note: Scholar Clay S. Jenkinson is onboard for the duration of all retreats and tours.  He will be leading retreat 
discussions and providing interpretation throughout both tours.

Please reserve _____ space(s) on the following tour(s).

$ 3495July 18-27, 20179 nights. (5 lodging, 4 camping) 

TELE
______________________

ADDRESS ______________________
TELE

______________________

Early
 Bird

 

  S
avings

Reserve your tour prior to January 15 - the year of your tour and receive 
a $100 pp savings.  Our way of saying “Thank you” for reserving early.   
No risk deposit:  Your $ 400 deposit is refundable until January 15 - 
the year of your tour.  You won’t want to delay ~ Tours fill early.   
                                     Reserve your seat today!

John Steinbeck’s California, Spring Retreat / Tour 2017  Enjoy visiting several key places specific to 
“the people’s bard”, John Steinbeck, as well as enjoying several literary sessions, and outdoor activities. 
 Your tour begins in San Jose California.  Round-trip transportation from the San Jose International 
Airport to Pacific Grove, California will be included.   

(  )

$ 2395March 04-10, 20176 nights. (5 cottages, 4 hotel) 
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